GENEVA

carno pact and marched 18,000 soldiers through it.
I threw down a frontier and doubled the size and
power of my realm in spite of your teeth. What did
you do? Nothing.

SIR o. Of course we did nothing. It did not suit us
to do anything. A child of six could have foreseen that
we should do nothing; so you shook your fist at us and
cried "Do anything if you dare." Your countrymen
thought you a hero. But as you knew you were quite
safe, we were not
impressed.

BBDE, You are
quite right. Excel-
lency. It was your
folly and France's
that blew Ernest up
the greasy pole of |
political ambition.
Still, he has a flair for
power; and he has
my example to en-
courage him. Do
not despise Ernest.

BATTLER. I have never concealed my admiration for
you, Bardo. But you have a failing that may ruin you
unless you learn to keep it in check.

BBDE. And what Is that, pray?

BATTLER. Selfconceit. You think yourself the only
great man in the world.

BBDE. [calm]  Can you name a greater?

BATTLER. There are rivals in Russia, Arabia, and
Iran.
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